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One of the facts in the history of most American cities is that they have gone through a lot of transformations virtually in all spheres and no reading brings the changes into a better perspective than Chapter 15 of the coursebook. The chapter introduces the readers to the developments of the service industry which has changed the way things looked in the industrial era. As the chapter espouses, cities are now inhabited by professionals and people who support their professions. Other than the exciting street-life and urban culture that has now become commonplace in cities, the chapter notes that on the other side is a situation where people live in destitution and poverty where it notes that as much as many people in the city became more prosperous, others also became poorer and the divide is becoming more gaping. The characteristic of growth or otherwise of city populations is that while more people are becoming highly educated and becoming white-collar professionals like corporate managers, lawyers, computer specialists, and accountants among others, others are also increasingly supporting the professionals and the cities also have people doing maintenance, clerical works, and other off-seasonal works and they are paid low wages. 
What is also more apparent in the chapter is the distribution of the rich and poor in the cities. The number of the poor in the cities keeps on increasing and unlike in the 1990s where the poor lived in the suburban areas and were mainly African Americans and Latinos, by 2010, the racial distribution of both the rich and poor is evenly distributed across affluent and poor parts of cities. Even though there is racial diversity in rich suburbs, observers say that it is old politics that is disguised and therefore the distribution is misleading. 
The chapter also talks of recent downtown developments. Notable from the chapter is the discussion on skyscrapers in downtown, clusters of entertainment facilities, financial institutions, telecommunications, and even professional offices in downtown areas. However, even though such developments have been witnessed, neighboring areas still suffer from poverty and the example given by the chapter to assert that situation is during the 2005 Hurricane Katrina when the New Orleans Saints were given $12.4 million by the State of Louisiana and in the process won the Super Bowl nut their neighborhoods were in devastation. 
The chapter also brings into focus how embellished the urban life by lifestyle magazines. As the chapter notes, the magazines are colorful and advertisement-filled and they are similar from one city to another. The audience as the chapter proceeds are middle-class empty nesters, mostly single, or childless couples. The main promotions are centered on bars and restaurants, entertainment spots, shopping joints, and other entertainment amenities. From the magazines, the chapter says that one might think that every joint is different and unique but in a real sense they are copies of one another. 
What is also eye-catching is how the politics of urban upgrading have changed or not so changed according to the chapter. While in the 1950s African Americans were more in suburbs were threatened by bulldozers, the current suburbs are threatened by gentrified bulldozers where inner-suburb residents are threatened with displacement by more affluent developers who want to build better housing for those in their class for rent. Pathetic enough is the remedies that should be or are put in place to help end injustices against the poor in the suburbs. The chapter notes that politicians seem to be recycling policies and the change is almost not therefrom how their successors have been doing things. The politicians, therefore, give more attention to investors, affluent homeowners, and tourists than the poor in the suburbs according to the chapter. 
Further, the chapter also looks into how the government has been involved in ensuring that there is parity as far as the poor and the rich are concerned in cities. Accordingly, the issues of race. Immigration and ethnicity have been paramount and much highlighted in government policy according to the chapter. The minority issues are always contentious while the government has never brought the minority together to champion for their good. The government’s gentrification activities in the cities have seen minorities displaced from their places of residence and the chapter singles the Humboldt Park in Chicago, which was formerly resided by people of Puerto Rican descent who now white professionals and artists have flooded into the area and the Puerto Ricans have been displaced leading to confrontations at some point between former residents and incoming ones. 
The chapter also discusses the ills of poverty and poor neighborhoods in American cities. Government policies have led to economic inequality and poverty. African Americans, Latinos, and new Immigrants are among the people who have the highest percentage among the poor Americas, and in their neighborhoods, crime, riots, and other community pathologies exist. The chapter notes that even though there has been relative quietness as far as riots are concerned, it does not mean that people are comfortable with how the government and its systems are treating minorities and the busting of riots is more likely than before. 
As the chapter edges towards the end, it brings to the attention of the reader the current enclaves that are being created in the current cities. The enclaves are in form of residential segregations pitting people of different races as well as social status together. Therefore, people are living in poverty-infested neighborhoods and those that live in affluent residential areas. The chapter, therefore, informs that recent studies have found that poverty and socioeconomic disadvantage correlates with race while segregation is still something that is initiated by the whites. 

